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dismiss popular assemblies; make resolves to bind the consciences of the rest of mankind; bully poor printers, and exert with full force all their other tribunitial powers; it is impossible to curb them.
But art sometimes goes farther than force, and therefore to trick them handsomely, a Committee of Patricians was to be nominated, and into their hands, was to be committed the majority of the people, and the highest trust was to be reposed in them by a mandate that they should take care quod republica non capiat injuriam. The Tribunes, through the want of good legerdemain in the senatorial order, perceived the finesse; and yesterday, I was present at a grand division of the city; and there I beheld my fellow citizens very accurately counting their chickens, not only before they were hatched, but before one half of the eggs were laid.* In short they fairly contended about the future forms of our government; whether it should be founded upon aristocratic or democratic principles."
By great exertions on the part of the loyalists, this Committee was elected, on the 23d, and immediately assumed their functions, by claiming exclusive authority. The first act was to declare, on the 26th, that the letter of the 14th, to the Bostonians, had not emanated from them, and to caution the people abroad and at home, that it was not to be deemed official. At the first meeting of the Committee of Fifty-One, the messenger from Boston to Philadelphia, Paul Revere, made his appearance, and delivered the official proceedings of the Boston town meeting, of the 13th May, urging concurrence on the part of New York. The Committee took the matter into consideration, as of very serious import, declined concurrence with the Boston resolves, and recommended a Congress of Delegates. The people of Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New Jersey, acceded to the arrangement of the
* Mr. Morris must have been soon afterwards convinced, that the eggs, which he supposed yet forthcoming, were at that moment in a forward state of incubation.